CHAPTER I
THE MONK HIMSELF
WE all met him first as a monk, and it is best to
present him as a monk, before one proceeds more
intimately with the story of his early life. Enough
here to say that, born in 1873, he turned a monk in
1901, he left for Japan and America in 1902, returned
in 1905 and died in 1906, at the early age of thirty-
three.
When he reached San Francisco, the local news-
papers recorded, as below, the very first impressions
he made on the people there; he had gone there
fresh from the Himalayas, clad in his orange robe,
a symbol of the divine fire that glowed within him.
The   old order  of things  is  to be  reversed.   Out
of the, jungles of Upper India has come a man of
astonishing wisdom, a prophet, philosopher, a scientist
and priest, who proposes to play the role of missionary
in the United States, and preach a new doctrine of
unselfishness and spiritual power to the idolatrous
worshippers of the mighty dollar. He is a Brahmin of
the Brahmins, a Goswarni of the highest caste, and he?
is known among Ms brothers as Swami Rania.
This remarkable sage of the Himalayas is a
slender, intellectual young man, with the ascetic mould
of a priest and the light complexion of a high-caste